On the Problems of Suffering, Death, and Dying

The fundamental biblical principle that man is made in the image of God establishes the
profound value and sanctity of human life. Because of the Fall, all humans are subject to
suffering and death. While suffering is an intrusion into life, it is not without divine
purpose, for it provides the opportunity for Christian witness, service and godly character
development as we share in the sufferings of Christ.

Advances in medical science have greatly improved healing and relieved suffering, but
have also presented many new dilemmas for patients and their families which must be
faced in the light of God’'s Word.

Because of the value and sanctity of human life, we stand against any effort such as
suicide, assisted suicide and euthanasia which seek to terminate innocent human life
outside natural processes, even though the motive for such efforts may be a misdirected
kindness. When faced with medical situations that could call for heroic measures,
Christians should make a distinction between treatment that may prolong life in hopes of
recovery and that which will only prolong the dying process. As Christians deal with
difficult choices surrounding life and death, they should seek the support and counsel of
the Church that should reach out with compassion and the truth of God's Word.

l. INTRODUCTION

We live in a day of profound ethical dilemmas as we consider such issues as suicide,
assisted suicide, euthanasia, abortion, reproductive technology, and capital punishment.
The view one holds regarding the value and dignity of human life will determine where
he stands on all of these issues. It is imperative that we fully understand the biblical
principles that establish an ethical framework that will enable us to have confidence that
we are following God's direction as we encounter these dilemmas.

We bear a tremendous responsibility to make biblically informed choices under the
Lordship of Jesus Christ. One day ‘we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ.” (Il Cor. 5:10) since we must all answer to God for the decisions we make

cohcerning these life and death matters, we dare not act autonomously or base our

decisions on what we think is right independently of God. {lsa. 55:8KJV, “For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ saith the Lord.”)

Il. BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

A. The Image of God (Imago Dei): The stamp of the image and likeness of God has set
apart human life as unique, distinctive and profoundly valuable. God demands that we
preserve human life because it is the only form of life that He created in His own image.
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness...” (Genesis 1.26,27
NIV} Only human life can walk, talk and fellowship with the Creator, because it is the
only life that possesses the image of God. This is the source of man’s great value and







