On Ordination

The view of ordination in the Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches is
predicated upon biblical principles and is consonant with the evangelical view. The
following characteristics comprise the Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches
view.

Ordination can be defined as the public ceremony by which the church acknowledges
the divine call, commission, and qualification of a person to ministry in the Evangelical
Assembly of Preshyterian Churches; extends its blessings, fellowship, and opportunities;
receives his pledge of dedication, faithfulness, and loyalty; and invokes divine
enablement for success in life and ministry.

Ordination is held to be spiritual and functional rather than sacerdotal. It is important as a
public acknowledgment of God’s prior call and commission, but it is not essential. All
Christians are equal, but ministers are set apart for special, full-time Christian service
and leadership. VWWhen necessary, the laity can perform all of the functions of ministry
except those for which the State requires an ordained minister.

Ordination is performed only after a careful examination of the candidate as to
qualification on six essential points:

The genuineness of his Christian experience;

The sufficiency of his spiritual, moral, emotional, and social maturity;
The reality of his divine call;

The correctness of his doctrine;

The adequacy of his preparation and practical abilities; and

The acceptability of his allegiance to the church's policies and programs.
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Authority and power for ministry are conferred directly by Christ through the Holy Spirit,
not through those who perform the ordination ceremony. No particular man or group is
essential to the ordination process. Those who participate are dispensable instruments.
The stress is upon an immediate spiritual connection with Christ rather than a historical
episcopal (apostolic) succession. The living Lord of the Church is making direct, dynamic
appointments in His body today.

The Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches stresses the importance of the
spiritual quality of the ordination ceremony as opposed to a formal ritual. Typical
Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches ordinations include fasting, prayer, and
the laying on of hands, preaching, a charge, and other elements which were seen in the
New Testament ceremonies of ordination.

Ordination is available to men or women who meet the biblical qualifications proposed
for bishops in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9, and who are fulfilling one of the types of
proclamation-oriented ministry given to the Church by Christ in Ephesians 4:11. These
are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastor-teachers (bishops/elders). Those fulfilling a
ministry as directors of youth, music, or Christian education may qualify for a Christian






