On Homosexuality

One of the issues currently troubling the people of God is the increasing acceptance of
homosexual behavior. We of the Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches
believe there is a need to state clearly our understanding of the biblical teaching about
homosexual practice. It is also our desire to set forth our position regarding the
appropriate response of Christians and the church to this critical issue. As will be
developed below, the conviction of the Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches
is that 1) homosexuality is a sin; and 2) God forgives repentant sinners.

The Bible: Our Moral Authority

The question of what is moral has become a confused issue in our society. Even some
Christian churches and their leaders are granting moral legitimacy to homosexuality. The
prevailing ethic in the minds of many has become a “genetically-based morality.” In
recent years, various scientific studies have been put forth which claim to prove that
homosexuality is a matter of orientation at birth rather than moral choice. If this is the
case, it is argued that homosexuality cannot be immoral in that it is part of one's genetic
makeup.

The EAPC finds such moral logic to be significantly flawed. First of all, the studies cited
to “prove” genetic orientation are tenuous at best. We dispute the premise which would
base morality on scientific study. As important as the debate regarding homosexuality is,
it is but a single battlefield upon which a much larger question is being contested: How
are we to determine what is right and wrong? While we affirm scientific study, we assert
that it is an illegitimate form of moral reasoning to suggest that one can reason from
what “is” to what “ought to be.” History has proved that science makes for poor ethics.
Human frailty being what it is, it is all too easy to reinterpret scientific findings in such a

way as to justify our moral {(or immoral) desires.

The EAPC asserts that God's law alone as revealed in the Holy Scriptures is to be our
basis for morality. We reject attempts to base morality on scientific study. The Bible
teaches that since the fall of man, mankind has been born with a sinful nature. The Bible
teaches that greed, lust, envy strife, etc., are characteristic of fallen man, and in that
sense are our orientation from birth. But while they may be our natural orientation, they
are still sin. Simply put, the Old and New Testaments consistently condemn homosexual
practice and repeatedly affirm that God forgives the repentant sinner.

The Bible: What It Teaches

We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the infallible Word of
God, the final authority on all issues to which it speaks. Therefore sexual attitudes and
behaviors are to be judged in the light of the Bible, rather than the Bible being
reinterpreted, modified or overturned by current cultural trends in thought and behavior.

Men and Women in the Image of God
Today we see the folly of modern man attempting to deal with human sexuality without a







