On Divorce & Remarriage

I. SYNOPSIS

Marriage is a sworn fidelity, a solemn covenant between a man and a woman, entered
into before God, whereby He joins them in a life-long companionship of love for and
commitment to each other.

While God intends the marriage covenant should never be broken, it is broken by the
death of either partner, or in the case of adultery or such willful desertion as can no way
be remedied by the Church or civil magistrates. Such marital unfaithfulness is the
grounds for a biblical divorce.

God's call is to love and to forgive. Divorce is not necessitated in any event and
Sessions should exhort couples considering such a step to actively pursue
reconciliation.

Divorce under any circumstances should not preclude continued attempts to reconcile.
Those who remarry after an improper divorce commit adultery and are subject to church
discipline. As with all other transgressions, these too are covered by the blood of Christ
and members may be restored to fellowship when guilt is acknowledged and true
repentance for sin is expressed.

Church Sessions and Presbyteries must exercise diligent care in considering divorced
persons as candidates for church office.

II. INTRODUCTION

The confessional statement of the Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches on
the subject of "Divorce and Remarriage” is found in the Westminster Confession of Faith
(24.5,6, & 7) and in the Book of Worship (§3-4) as follows:

It is the divine intention that persons entering the marriage covenant become
inseparably united, thus allowing for no dissolution save that caused by the death of
either husband or wife.

However, the weaknesses of one or both parthers may lead to gross and persistent
denial of the marriage vows; yet only in cases of extreme unfaithfulness (physical or
spiritual), unfaithfulness for which there is no repentance and which is beyond remedy,
should separation or divorce be considered. Such separation or divorce is accepted as
permissible only because of the failure of one or both of the partners, and does not
lessen in any way the divine intention for indissoluble union.

The remarriage of divorced persons may be sanctioned by the Church in keeping with
the redemptive gospel of Christ, when sufficient penitence for sin and failure is evident,






